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Dear friends!

Azerbaijan is a young, dynamic country rapidly growing in all spheres, as well as the field of sports. As a result of 
the sports policy initiated by national leader Heydar Aliyev and successfully continued by President Ilham Aliyev 
our country had been introduced to the  world as a sporting nation.

The rise of economic power of the country year by year had a positive impact on the development of the sport, as 
in all other spheres. Today the sport have a great care and attention at the state level.

This year was announced as a “Year of the Islamic Solidarity” in Azerbaijan. It is an important initiative to unite all 
Muslim countries with each other even more closely. In this regard, the IV Islamic Solidarity Games which going 
to be held in our country will be a great celebration of sport, also will show our friendship. Islamic Solidarity 
Games to be held in our will be games of unity, brotherhood and friendship.

As a result of the high care and attention to sports and sportsmen by the government, our athletes had a great 
success on the international arena, worthy represent the country. Azerbaijan became to one of the world sports 
centers and organize most prestigious sports events in a high level. We are confident that, we – Azerbaijan 
Weightlifting Federation will have an own little part in the IV Islamic Solidarity Games. Our athletes will 
demonstrate their full strength and try hard to please the azeri nation in the Islamic Games. High organizational 
level, and success which will be achieved will introduce the name of Azerbaijan to the world once again.

I wish each of you a great sports holiday!

Jahangir Askerov,
President of the Weightlifting Federation

12-22 May 2017
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Jahangir Askerov 
re-elected as The President of 
Azerbaijan Weightlifting Federation

Election Conference of Azerbaijan 
Weightlifting Federation  was held 

in AAAF Park Residential Complex 
Conference Hall. Due to expiration of 
4 years (2013-2016) Olympics period, 
the Executive Committee has adopted 
a decision on holding the Report-
Election Conference according to the 
point N5 of Azerbaijan Weightlifting 
Federation Charter. The city and district 
sports societies, sport clubs, sport 
schools and all members of AAAF have 
received the mandate by participating 
in the Conference. The 68 of them have 
the rights to vote.
Deputy of Azerbaijan Youth and Sports 
Minister Ismayil Ismayilov has opened 
the Conference with introductory 
remark. He also noted that Azerbaijan 
Government shows great care and 
attention to sport as well as other 
areas, because of these, development 

is achieved. He pointed that our athletes 
achieve great championships, raise our 
flag at international competitions and 
sound our anthem. Ismayilov said that 
European and World Championships as 
well as other international competitions 
have been held in Azerbaijan, in 2016 
and added that total 837 medals have 
been gotten in Olympic and non-
Olympic sports.
Then Vice-President Tofig Heydarov 
has taken a floor. He spoke about the 
weightlifting events in recent years, 
problems, also about great successes 
and pointed that infrastructure issues 
are resolved in a short time and the 
best conditions are created for athletes. 
He also noted that Azerbaijan domestic 
competitions are held at the level of 
European Championship and financial 
base is strengthened.
General secretary Rizvan Rasulov had a 

word on behalf of Mandate Commission. 
He noted that representatives from all 
regions of the country have been invited 
to Conference and 68 people has   the 
right to vote.
Later, the vote has been held. The 
President of Azerbaijan Weightlifting 
Federation, Chairman of Azerbaijan 
Airlines CJSC – Mr. Jahangir Askerov 
introduced as only candidate. His 
nomination was unanimously 
approved.
At the end, the Presidium of AAAF 
has put to vote, 25 people have been 
approved by anonymous vote.
AAAF Executive Committee, Vice 
Presidents, as well as members 
of other committees have been 
determined and because of the vote 
have been approved.
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The president of İnternational 
Weightlifting Federation Tamás 
Aján, the president of Azerbaijan 

Weightlifting Federation Jahangir 
Askerov and  the vice president Azer 
Aliyev visited AAAF Park Residential 
Complex – the central base of the 
Azerbaijan Weightlifting Federation. 
They reviewed the high-level conditions 
created for weightlifters in AAAF Park. 
Firstly, the guests were acquainted 
with the park side of the residential 
complex. They liked the cleanness and 
tidiness in this area and appreciated 
the appropriate places for resting. 
AAAF Park founder and Azerbaijan 
weightlifting team head coach Tofig 
Heydarov and the vice president of the 
federation Ruslan Khanverdiyev added 
that this opportunities created because 
of care and attention to the sport in 
our country and athletes can take 
advantage of these opportunities. 

Then, the guests visited The “Zirve” 
lyceum. First, they put flowers at 
the national leader Heydar Aliyev’s 
monument, showing him their respect. 
They were presented to the  work 
process of the modern chemistry, 
physics and biology laboratories, 
computer rooms, gymnastics and judo, 
weightlifting and gym halls, football 
stadiums and tennis courts. It was 
claimed that all of them are for the high-
level education of young weightlifters. İt 
was also pointed that there are a lot of 
opportunities, highly qualified teachers 
and trainers for educating and training 
about 50 perspective weightlifters 
in AAAF Park. Tamás Aján was very 
satisfied with what he saw. He also 
said that these ideal conditions play 
an important role for the formation 

of healthy young people and he was 
very happy for the pupils who get this 
chance and wished them success. 
Tamás Aján stated that our country’s 
care is an example to others, and he 
witnessed these during his visit here 
every time. After taking photos in front 
of H.Aliyev’s bust in the lobby of high 
school, the president of IWF pointed his 
great impressions, the bright future of 
Azerbaijan and its sport.
The guests were acquainted with the 
activities of Children-Sports Academy, 
judo and gymnastics halls, and the 
other sports and catering facilities in 
the Complex. Information given that 
the opportunities created for athletes 
to engage in training in all modern, 
equipped with the newest equipment 
fitness center. The training gym of 

our weightlifting team created special 
interest. Here individual weight for 
each athlete, platform, personal 
trainer, plus, the creation of resting 
opportunities in the private rooms 
caused the positive surprise, and it was 
added that such conditions exist in the 
rarest parts of the world. Tamás Aján, 
Jahangir Askerov and Azer Aliyev met 
with trainers and athletes and wished 
them great success, also expressed 
their joyfulness to their championships. 
It was informed that the hall’s wooden 
cottages and hotels in the training base 
are created only for athletes, and all the 
possible details are taken into account 
for athletes’ resting after training. Tofiq 
Heydarov said that AAAF Park has 
many opportunities for increasing an 
Olympic champion from very young 
age and raising him/her to the high 
levels. The guests were informed that 
AAAF Park residential complex solves 
the weightlifters’ housing problem and 
all our athletes who won medals in the 
international competitions and their 
trainers are rewarded with money, 
house, and after some time they are 
provided with work here. The guests 
expressed their satisfaction with what 
they saw, and noted their certainty about 
that this unique place will play a crucial 
role in the development of Azerbaijan 
sport, especially weightlifting.

Tamás Aján 
visited AAAF Park
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Ilham Aliyev - The president of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan and the 

first  lady Mehriban Aliyeva visited 
the Azerbaijan International Real 
Estate and Investment Exhibition at 
Baku Expo Center. They stopped by 
the stand of AAAF Park residential 
complex. Mr. President particularly 
interested in AAAF Park Astara 
project. 

AAAF Park Residential Complex is a 
multifunctional, high standard, modern 
and unique project. In this place you can 
see synthesis of healthy lifestyle and 
ordinary life, all the objects consisted 
in one little city. Beside of Khirdalan, 
AAAF Park Astara is also  close to 
getting prepared as well. This complex 
situated beside of seaside boulevard 
that is build by Executive Power Astara 
City and all kind of services existed in 
this complex.

“AAAF Park Astara” situated in Astara 
city, Ganjlar st. and building area has 
been designed in 20 ha. In this area 
artificial waterfalls, “Limuland” open 
and close children entertainment 
center, open fitness area, coffee-tea 
house, “Zirve” Children Sport Academy, 
children entertainment machines, 
“Astara Towers”, 5 star “Tuado” hotel, 
swimming pool and SPA center, beach 
complex, weightlifting, boxing and 
taekwondo centers, villas, 4 and 5 
storey buildings have been considered.

The President liked the project very much, stated compliments about it. He was informed that opened last year April “AAAF 
Park Astara is the implementation of socio-economic development strategy of the region, even flourish, regions face new 
elements to add new jobs, the local welfare policies in order to support aims. The Head of State expressed his satisfaction, 
gave instructions and recommendations.

AAAF Park 
Astara project 
introduced to 
the President
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Baku 2017 Islamic Solidarity Games has today launched the Journey from the Caspian, which started with a 
ceremony at the Stone Chronical Museum.

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev, chairperson of the Organizing Committee of Baku 2017 Islamic 
Solidarity Games Mehriban Aliyeva and Prince of Saudi Arabia, President of the Islamic Solidarity Sports Federation 
(ISSF) and President of Saudi Arabia`s National Olympic Committee Prince Abdullah bin Mosaad bin Abdulaziz al 
Saud attended the event.

The ceremony kicked off with a beautiful Azerbaijani dance.

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev addressed the event.

"Dear ladies and gentlemen,

Next month, Azerbaijan will be hosting the Fourth Islamic Solidarity Games. The fact that these Games will be held 
in Azerbaijan is a very significant event in the life of our country. First of all, I want to express my deep gratitude 
to the Sports Federation of Islamic Solidarity, its President Abdullah bin Mosaad bin Abdulaziz Al Saud and all 
members of the Federation for the decision to hold the Fourth Games of Islamic Solidarity in Azerbaijan.

Mr. President, we have always felt your support and the support of the Federation you are heading. I am very 
delighted that you are participating in today’s ceremony. The holding of the Fourth Games of Islamic solidarity is a 
great honor for us. We take this as a sign of respect and confidence of Islamic countries towards Azerbaijan. At the 
same time, this is a tremendous responsibility for us. We can say that all preparatory work has been completed. 
We are ready to conduct the Games."

Baku 2017 
Islamic Solidarity Games journey 
started from the Caspian
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Water, the source of life, and a symbol 
of purity and unity within Islam, will be 
the main theme of the Journey from the 
Caspian. During the launch ceremony, 
16 children from across Azerbaijan 
were presented with a copper Baku 
2017 Water Vessel, containing water 
from the Caspian Sea, which they 
will take back to their home towns 
and cities. In doing so, they will bring 
the spirit of the Baku 2017 Islamic 
Solidarity Games to the people of 
Azerbaijan.

Over the course of its journey, which 
will exceed 3,000 km in 37 days, the 
Journey from the Caspian will visit 15 
spectacular water locations across 
Azerbaijan. At each location, water will 
be collected, which will later be used 
as part of the Opening Ceremony on 12 
May.

On each occasion this Water Ceremony 
will be followed by an evening Water 
Festival at which the Baku 2017 Water 
Vessel, containing the waters from 
the Caspian Sea will be presented. 
This free celebration, which is open to 
everyone, will include performances 
by Azerbaijani music and dance acts, 
spectacular water effects and brilliant 
fireworks.

The Baku 2017 Water Vessels, 
beautifully crafted from smooth and 
hammered copper, were inspired by 
Azerbaijani metalworking techniques, 
and traditional vessel designs from 
across the Islamic world. They will be 
used to carry the waters of the Caspian 
Sea across the country, to bring the 
crystal waters of Azerbaijan to Baku to 
welcome more than 50 nations to the 
Games, and to symbolically unite the 
Islamic world at the Opening Ceremony 
of the Baku 2017 Islamic Solidarity 
Games on May12.

President of the Islamic Solidarity Sports Federation 
(ISSF) and President of Saudi Arabia`s National Olympic 
Committee Prince Abdullah bin Mosaad bin Abdulaziz 
al Saud made a speech

Alim and Fargana Qasimovs

President Ilham Aliyev presented the waters of 
The Caspian  to the children of the country
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The Islamic Solidarity Games is a multinational, multi-
sport event held by the Islamic Solidarity Sports 
Federation (ISSF).

Their first event was held in 2005 in Saudi Arabia. The 
second event, originally scheduled to take place in October 
2009 in Iran, was later re-scheduled for April 2010, but then 
cancelled. The third Games took place in 2013 in Indonesia. 
Azerbaijan was delighted when the eighth elective General 
Assembly of the Islamic Solidarity Sports Federation (ISSF), 
based in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, chose Baku to be the host city 
of the 4th Islamic Solidarity Games in 2017.

4 core values of Baku 2017

Unity - We work together as one team with one 
voice, overcoming boundaries that separate us 

and reinforcing the values that unite us.

Peace- We stand for harmony and peace by 
understanding and appreciating the differences 

between us.

Respect - We show respect and celebrate 
multiculturalism, traditions, religions and 

heritages.

Excellence - We strive for excellence in everything 
we do.

Our motto is - Solidarity is our strength!

Ambassadors
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Azerbaijani Athlete and Celebrity Ambassadors

Haji Nuran
Philanthropist and TV presenter

Tunzala Agayeva
Singer

Farida Azizova
Taekwondo

Rafael & Joshgun
Comedians

Elmar Gasimov
Judo

Ilaha Gasimova
Karate

Miralam Miralamov
Mugham singer

Aynur Rzayeva
Boxing

Haji Aliyev
Wrestling
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Ambassadors Ambassadors
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Azerbaijani Athlete and Celebrity Ambassadors International Athlete Ambassadors

Nazim Babayev
Athletics

Avice Kakayi Meya
Swimming - Uganda

Rasul Chunayev
Wrestling

Elaine Teo

Taekwondo - Malaysia

Rafael Aghayev
Karate

Balla Dieye
Taekwondo - Senegal

Gnima Faye
Athletics - Senegal

Karem Ben Hnia
Weightlifting - Tunisia

Rustam Orujov
Judo

Radik Isayev
Taekwondo

David Oringa
Tennis - Uganda

Ruslan Abishov
Football

Hussein Ishaish
Boxing - Jordan

Ilham Zakiyev
Para-Judo

Ibrahim Musa Khalaf
Judo - Jordan

Mahmoud Manar Saied Wadi
Football - Palestine

Leyla Javadova
Boxing

Kamran Shahsuvarli
Boxing

Karina Hani Khalif Othman
Swimming - Jordan

Malek Abu Alrob

Taekwondo - Palestine
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Ambassadors Venues
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International Athlete Ambassadors

Marwa Amri
Wrestling - Tunisia

Meukeugni Clementine
Weightlifting - Cameroon

Rahmani Miloud
Athletics - Algeria

Mary Ibrahim Al-Atrash
Swimming - Palestine

Nabeil Saleem
Karate - Jordan

Taha Akgul
Wrestling - Turkey

Sheikh Saeed al Maktoum
Shooting - UAE

Tsala Bernadin
Judo - Cameroon

Seyi Wilferd Dieudonne
Boxing - Cameroon

Taleen Eyad Adnan Hamidi
Taekwondo - Jordan

Baku Olympic Stadium
Opening and Closing Ceremonies 
/ Athletics Para-Athletics

Capacity - 33,200 - 56,500 
Ceremonies / 10,000 Athletics 
and Para - Athletics

Water Polo Arena
Water Polo

Capacity - 560

Bayil Arena
Football

Capacity - 1,200

Azal Arena
Football

Capacity - 1,370

Baku Aquatics Centre
Swimming and Diving

Capacity - 2,000 Swimming / 
1,000 Diving

Basketball Arena
3 X 3 Basketball

Capacity - 1,500
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Venues Venues
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Dalga Arena
Football

Capacity - 2,750

Baku Sports Hall
Karate/Taekwondo/Wushu

Capacity - 1,050

Baku Tennis Academy
Tennis

Capacity - 1,250

Baku Crystal Hall
Volleyball

Capacity - 2,200

Boxing/Zurkhaneh

Capacity - 1,088

Sarhadchi Arena
Handball/Table Tennis

Capacity - 1,000

National Gymnastics 
Arena
Artistic and Rythmic Gymnastics

Capacity - 2,471

Heydar Aliyev Arena
Judo and Blind Judo, 
Wrestling Greco and
Wrestling Freestyle

Capacity - 5,000

Tofig Bahramov Stadium
Football

Capacity - 22,400

Baku Shooting Centre
Shooting

Capacity - 225

Azerbaijan Weightlifting 
Academy
Weightlifting

Capacity - 250
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Azerbaijan Championship, between three categories - men, women and veterans was held in 
Weightlifting Academy, village Shimal DRES, on March 01-04. Approximately around 150 athletes 
from all regions of the country took part in the competition.

The aim of the competition 
was to select the strong 

athletes, to teach and develop 
the sport of weightlifting in 
cities,  towns and villages, 
to strengthen friendship 
relations between the athletes 
and coaches, to increase and 
improve the athletes’ skill levels   
and to prepare for the following 
international competitions.
In the opening ceremony of the 
competition, the vice president 
of AWF Tofig Heydarov was 
also present in the competition. 
He spoke about the purpose of 
competition, the development 
of national sport and a few 
other topics. He noted that this 
championship is the trial for the 
future European Championship, 
World Youth Championship in 
Thailand, and most importantly,  
IV Islamic Games to be held in 
Baku. 
Then, the competitions started. 
Among the women struggle, 
Elnara Abbasova gold, Sabina 
Azimova silver, and Firuze 
Ibrahimova won the bronze 
medal.
In the men competition, Ruslan 
Rzazade in 56 kg, Allahyar 
Abishov in 62 kg, Isa Rustamov 
in 69 kg, Afgan Bayramov in 
77 kg, Jeyhun Taghizade in 85 
kg, Nailkhan Nabiyev in 94 kg, 
Aziz Nurmammadov in 105 
kg, Mammadli Azer in +105 kg 
surpassed all their competitors 
and were golden medalists.

Another Azerbaijan Championship 
in Weightlifting Academy

Azerbaijan Championship, between 
teenagers under 15-17 ( 2000-2001 

and 2002-2004 year born) took place  in 
Weightlifting Academy, village Shimal 
DRES, on February 16-19. Nearly 150 
young athletes representing YSS, 
sport communities from all cities and 
villages of the country , clubs, centers, 
participated in the competition.
The aim was to select the strong 
athletes, to teach and develop the 
sport of weightlifting in cities,  towns 
and villages, to strengthen friendship 
relations between the athletes and 
coaches, to increase and improve 
the athletes’ skill level   and to 
prepare for the following international 
competitions.
In the game of athletes  U-15, Gunel 
Mukhtarli, Elshan Mammadov (50kg), 
Rustam Gasimov (56kg), Nurlan 
Rasulov (62 kg), Sarkhan Mammadov 
(69kg), Tarmenkhan Babayev (77 kg), 
Nasib Yusibov (85 kg), Shamo Safarli 
(94kg) were winners.
Among the athletes  U-17, Sabina 
Azimova, Sale Alkhasov (50 kg), 
Ismayil Mammadov (56 kg), Jabrayil 
Abuzerli (62 kg), Ismayil Bakhishov (69 
kg), Alimerdan Alkhasov (77 kg), Mayil 
Shukurlu (85 kg), Umidvar Bayramli 
(+94 kg) got on the highest step of the 
honorary chair.
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National 
Weightlifting 
Championship 
was held among 
teenagers
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Under 20 and 23 Azerbaijan Junior Championships in Weightlifting Competition Hall of AAAF Park, Khirdalan was held 
on 28-29 April. About 100 athletes from different clubs took part in the competition. The purpose of the tournament is 

to select the strong athletes, to teach and develop the sport of weightlifting in cities and villages, to strengthen friendship 
relations between the athletes and coaches, to increase and improve the athletes’ skill level and to prepare for the following 
international competitions.

Sabina Azimova became a champion among women. Among under 20 junior men gold medalists were Emin Mirzayev in 
56 kg, Mahammad Mammadli in 62 kg, Fugan Aliyev in 69 kg, Mayil Shukurlu in 77 kg, Huseyn İsmayilov in 85 kg, Alysh  
Nazarov in 94 kg, Umidvar Bayramli in 105 kg, and Askhab Kolayev in +105 kg.
Gold medalists among under 23 junior men were Emin Mirzayev in 56 kg, Ilkin Kazimov in 62 kg, Elshan Sharifov in 69 kg, 
Sanan Guliyev in 77 kg, Jeyhun Tagizade in 85 kg, Mursal Guliyev in 94 kg, Ali Aliyev in 105 kg, and Khalil Garayly in +105 kg.

JUNIOR CHAMPIONS REVEALED

Azerbaijan champion

Elmar
Aliyev
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Subsequently, European Championship 
among boys and girls U-15 and 17 
was held in Novy Tomisl, Poland, on 
September 9-17. In this competition, 
we had the opportunity to look at the 
reserve force of the Azerbaijan National 
team. The 4 members of our team got 
on the honorary chair in the competition 
that had 360 athletes from 30 countries. 
Among U-15 boys, Rustam Gasimov 
(50 kg) with total 170 kg (77+93) result, 
and among U-17 boys,  with total 174 
kg (81+93) result, Ismayil Mammadov 
(50kg)  were bronze medalists of the 
European Championship. In 62 kg 
weight category, Fugan Aliev was gold 
medalist with total 235 kg  (105+130) 
result, among U-15 boys. Among U-17 
girls, Sabina Azimova was winner of 
European Championship for the second  
time in her career, with total 152 kg 
(65+87) result.
Very shortly after this competition, on 
October 19-25,the 6th  Weightlifting 
World Youth Championship was held 
in Penang, Malaysia. The  members 
of Azerbaijan National team made a 

good impression making a test 
performances. Although the medals 
were not owned, the experts noted 
that the results in Malaysia are a great 
chance to look forward to the future. 
Indeed, these hopes came true in the 
World Championship held in Bangkok, 
Thailand, on April 3-10, in 2017.  Our 
team took the 9th place in the overall 
rankings, and got the license to the 
Olympic Youth Championship to be held 
in Buenos-Aires, Argentine.  It should 
also be emphasized that the license is 
the first license for all types of sports.
On December 2-10, European 
Championship among youth U-20-
23 was held in Eilat, Israil. In this 
competition, 406 (238+168) athletes 
from about 40 countries competed. 
Azerbaijan National team also 
participated in this Championship.
We were pleased that Kenan Khalilov 
was gold medalist among them. He 
performed in 56 kg weight category, 
among U-20 athletes.
Kenan made an excellent performance 
in snatch. He surpassed all his 

competitors with 110 kg result of his 
third approach. Khalilov, who was the 
owner of the Azerbaijani Cup a while 
ago, could lift a total of 118 kg in clean 
and jerk. The member of National team, 
“Neftchala-Zirve” representative was 
bronze medalist of European Youth 
Championship with 228 kg (110+118) 
result. Excellent result! Because 
this athlete is only 17 years old and  
achieved success among older ones.
Along with the international 
competitions, the internal 
championships were of great 
importance to measuring their 
own power ratios and to look at 
their preparation levels.  AWF  held  
Republican tournaments in all age 
groups, till Islamic Games. Thus, in 
order to form the strongest staff, the 
coaching staff had the opportunity to 
look again at the chance of taking part 
of every athlete from the youngest 
to the oldest in the country, in these 
games. It is now certain that Azerbaijan 
weightlifters are ready for IV Islamic 
Solidarity Games. The head coach 

of National team-Tofig 
Heydarov always  expresses 
his confidence to his athletes. 
The expert said  that all the 
conditions are created for 
the athletes and they are 
trying to make up for it by 
winning a medal. According 
to him, weightlifters can 
win 5 medals in the Islamic 
Games. We all believe and 
want it! We are sure that 
Azerbaijan weightlifting  will 
succeed and enter a new era 
of success.
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Our team is ready for this prestigious 
tournament. The athletes 

participating in the training camps 
held during the year are able to show 
themselves well. In addition, they also 
gathered experience participating in 
several domestic and international 
competitions.
In particular, performances in the 4th 
Weightlifting Championship of  Islamic 
Solidarity Sports Federation held in 
Amman, Jordan, on September 2-8, 
in 2016,  must be differed. Because 
only this competition was the main 
trial  of the Islamic Games in Baku. 
Here athletes were able to recognize 
their main competitors. It is very 
gratifying that our team made a 
successful performances and enriched 
our medal. Among women, Marziyya 
Maharramova was gold medalist in 
48 kg , Anastasia Ibrahimli owned 
silver medal in 69 kg weight category. 
Among men, Rovshan Fatullayev was 
gold medalist in 94 kg, and Nailkhan 
Nabiyev got silver medal in this weight 
category. However, Allahyar Abishov 
(62 kg), Afgan Bayramov (77 kg), Azer 
Mammadli (+105 kg) got on the second 
step of honorary chair.

One of the sports branches with great 
traditions in Azerbaijan is weightlifting. 
Our weightlifters representing our country 
continuously and successfully in the 
international competitions, this time will 
test their strength in the Islamic Games.

National 
Weightlifting team

is ready for 
Islamic Games
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National hero Fakhraddin Shahbazov 
16th international memorial 

weightlifting tournament was held 
in Azerbaijan Weightlifting Academy 
in Shuvelan, on December 21-22, 
2016. It was the second time that the 
tournament had international status.
The purpose of the National 
hero Fakhraddin Shahbazov 16th 
international memorial weightlifting 
tournament commemorating martyrs 
by the person Shahbazov’s person, 
promoting the course of life and sports 
activities of the hero to the growing 
new generation of athletes and young 
people, promotion and developing of 
the weightlifting sport, detecting the 
strongest athletes, strengthening of 
friendly relations, to raise the skill level 
of the athletes. 

Athletes from 13 countries, including 
Azerbaijan took part in the competition. 
Competition made among five age 
group and masters. They were under 
17 and +17 in women, under 17, under 
20 and +20 athletes in men and plus 
masters. It was personal competition 
and prizewinners in each age group, 
determined by the points accumulated 
according to a "Sinclair" schedule. 

First competitors on the platform 
was under 17 girls. Sabina Azimova 
took home the gold medal. She 
lifted 154 kg (67 + 87) in total and 
became a champion with 250.61 
Sinclair points. +17 girls category 
winner was Anastasia Hotfrid from 
Georgia. She had a total 243 kg (113 
+ 130) result and 266.81 points, to 
up to the highest step of the podium. 

Under 17 boys competition finished 
by the Isa Rustamov’s victory. The 
young athlete had a total 270 kg 
(120 + 150) result and with 377.82 
points passed all his rivals. Under 
20 men struggle won by Ukrainian 
athlete Volodymyr Hoza. He had a 
total 377 kg (172 + 205) result and 
422.94 points for gold medal. +20 
age category session ended by 
another Ukrainian athlete Dmitro 
Chumak leadership. He lifted total 
380 kg (170 + 210) to reach 429.34 
points and became a champion. 

Finally, masters had a gold medal 
race. 68-year-old Turkish athlete 
Saleh Suvar lifted total 212 kg (95 + 
117) and gaining 435.75 points rose 
to the highest step of the podium.

National Hero 
Fakhraddin Shahbazov 
International Memorial

was held
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- As Vice President, how do you 
evaluate Azerbaijan Weightlifting 
Federation’s performed work at 
present?

- The Federation has provided all the 
facilities needed for our athletes and 
coaches to achieve success in the sport 
of weightlifting. Throughout the country 
there are 76 weightlifting clubs, 16 of 
those are Zirve international sports 
clubs. In Zirve, the training facilities 
are at the highest level in terms of 
world standards, and as a result, we 
often have weightlifting teams from 
other countries requesting us to set up 
training camps here for their teams. 

- Our athletes gained a quota place 
for 2018 Youth Olympic Games during 
the Youth World Championships held 
in Bangkok, Thailand.  Was such 
achievement expected?

- It was not a surprise that we attained a 
quota place, although it must be said that 
we were disappointed not to have won 
any medals at these championships. 
One of the Federation’s main aims is the 
promotion of weightlifting amongst the 
young generation, and subsequently to 
develop and nurture these athletes. We 
constantly have youth competitions in 
Azerbaijan, and in Bangkok, we had 9 

of our athletes participating. We believe 
that constant exposure to competition 
and especially at an international level 
will help facilitate their progress.    
 
- Islamic Solidarity Games is 
upcoming. Our National Weightlifting 
Team will also participate in these 
competitions. What successes do 
you expect from our team members?  

- We will have our strongest possible 
team at the games, which will consist 
of 8 male and 8 female athletes. 
Our aim is to be among the top 3 
nations at the games, although we 

realize that we will face very strong 
competition from countries like Iran, 
Turkey, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and 
Indonesia. Also, I would like to add the 
fact that by having 8 female athletes 
representing Azerbaijan is already a 
significant achievement for us. As you 
know female weightlifting amongst the 
Islamic nations is still not that popular, 
so hopefully by having so many of our 
female athletes at the games we will 
increase interest in female weightlifting 
in Azerbaijan and in other Islamic 
countries as well.

Interview by Kenan Mastaliyev
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Azer Aliyev: 
“Our aim is to be among the top 
3 nations at the Islamic Games”
The vice president of the Azerbaijan Weightlifting Federation 
(AWF) Azer Aliyev gave an interview to the AWF official magazine 
“Weightlifting Time”. He spoke about the development of the 
federation during the last year, license to the Youth Olympic Games, 
which got by our young weightlifters. And of course, he stated about 
the big sports event - IV Islamic Solidarity Games, going to be held in 
Baku, Azerbaijan, on May 12-22. 

4th Islamic Solidarity Games
Azerbaijan National 
Weightlifting Team

Women

 

N Name Weight

1. Elmar Aliyev 56

2. Allahyar Abishov 62

3. Afgan Bayramov 77

4. Jeyhun Taghizadeh 85

5. Kamran Ismayilov 85

6. Rovshan Fatullayev 94

7. Nailkhan Nabiyev 94

8. Azer Mammadli 105+

N Name Weight

1. Marziyya Maharramova 48

2. Sabina Azimova 53

3. Gulchin Alizade 53

4. Firuza Ibrahimova 58

5. Elnura Abbasova 63

6. Anastassiya Ibrahimli 69

7. Fidan Huseynzadeh 69

8. Fidan Abdurrahmanova 90+

Men  

N Name Weight

1. Elmar Aliyev 56

2. Allahyar Abishov 62

3. Afgan Bayramov 77

4. Jeyhun Taghizadeh 85

5. Kamran Ismayilov 85

6. Rovshan Fatullayev 94

7. Nailkhan Nabiyev 94

8. Azer Mammadli 105+

N Name Weight

1. Marziyya Maharramova 48

2. Sabina Azimova 53

3. Gulchin Alizade 53

4. Firuza Ibrahimova 58

5. Elnura Abbasova 63

6. Anastassiya Ibrahimli 69

7. Fidan Huseynzadeh 69

8. Fidan Abdurrahmanova 90+
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Azerbaijan  Weightlifting  
Federation (AWF) always  

cares about its infrastructure. 
Creating and updating the logistics  
infrastructure, the operating room, 
repair of buildings and other training 
halls, preparations, the creation of 
maximum favorable conditions for 
training are the fulfillment of the 
basic requirements. The Federation 
develops its work in this direction.
As a result, in 2017, a few 
weightlifting halls were renovated, 
a new one was built in Astara. 
This year, for the first time, repair- 
restoration work was carried out in 
Gobustan Weightlifting hall. The hall 
was equipped with 6 platforms for 
all standards and was supplied with 
the necessary training equipment. 
Heating, water supply was brought 
into operation.  The changing 
rooms, trainers’ rooms, the sanitary 
junction were repaired and put into 
use of athletes.
Then, repair-restoration work 
was carried out in Surakhany 

Weightlifting Hall which is the 
most famous and oldest hall of the 
country. In the weightlifting hall of 
Children-Youth №1 Sport school 
of National “Education” Sports 
Centre which is on the balance 
of Azerbaijan Republic Education 
Ministry, located in Surakhany, a 
long-awaited repair works recently 
completed.  The wooden floors 
inside were renovated, the changing 
room, the walls and floors, and the 
sanitary junction were repaired and 

put into use.  This hall, which is 
one of the main weightlifting hall of 
Azerbaijan, works from the 50’s of 
the last century. It was last repaired 
in 2000 by the initiative of the 
President of Azerbaijan Republic and 
National Olympic Committee, Mr. 
Ilham Aliyev. Once AWF determined 
that this room need repairing, the 
necessary efforts were made in a 
short period of time and athletes 
can continue their training in a good 
condition in Surakhany.

After Gobustan, Surakhany and Astara, the weightlifting 
hall in Ramana was renovated.  Now, the repair-restoration 
work was carried out in Ramana which is on the balance 
of AWF “Spartak” Voluntary Sports Society and “Shahin-N” 
Sports Club. This weightlifting hall, which was used in 2007, 
has not been repaired since then. The floors of the hall 
were restored, the walls were painted, the sanitary junction 
was repaired, the doors of the rooms were changed, new 
facades of the building were taken, and other cleaning and 
restoration works were carried out.

On March 5, in 2017, weightlifting training camp located 
in AAAF Park Residential Complex, in Astara, opened. 
The Vice President of Azerbaijan Weightlifting Federation-
Ruslan Khanverdiev cut the red ribbon for opening. The 
guests came in and got acquainted with this multifunctional 
environment. Competition hall for 150 people and training 
gym for 20 people, changing rooms equipped with all 
facilities, spa center, as well as fitness hall equipped with 
modern facilities, canteen for 50 people and other rooms 
were provided for the use of athletes.

The next plans are the repairing and building of main halls 
in Piran, Lerik and Shamakhi, as well as, In the Central 
Plains and Western zones, and at this point, works in this 
direction are being carried out at high speed.

The Federation emphasises the importance 
of  its infrastructure development
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The 7th World Youth Weightlifting 
Championship, in Bangkok, 

Thailand was held. The championship 
that was attended by about a 445 
athletes (197 girls and 248 boys) from 
about 100 countries, has the character 
of a classification to the Youth Olympic 
Games, to be held in Buenos-Aires, 
Argentine, next year. Therefore, the 
best teams in Bangkok had the chance 
to win an Olympic license. Azerbaijan 
was able to take advantage of this 
chance well.
Each country had to have a reserve 
of certain points to get a maximum 
of two licenses. In addition to the 
medals that each athlete had in the 
World Championship, he/she increases 
country’s reserve points appropriately. 
The points given to the 1st place 
weightlifter 28 points, 2nd place 25, 3rd 

place 23, and to all subsequent places 
with one point reduction principle: 22 
points for 4th place, 21 for 5th… and 
eventually, 1 point for 25th place. After 
the competing was over in all weight 
categories, 7 countries with the highest 
point 2 team licenses, the next 10 
countries can get 1 team license. We 
would add that the score account based 

on the points won by the 6 best athletes 
in the competition.
The Azerbaijani team participated in 
the World Championship, also sent to 
Thailand for a license. It is gratifying 
that our team was able to accomplish 
this work. The place that the young 
athletes won and the list of points they 
got are as follows:

The overall score of the six athletes that 
made the biggest contribution to the 
Azerbaijan team was 90. National team 
took the 9th place in the overall 
rankings of World Championship 
with these points and won 
1 license to the Youth Olympic 
Games. 
This result achieved by 
Youth National team, is 
very pleasing. First, it 
should be noted that the 
licenses were won by youth born 
2001-02. Despite the fact, that the 
athletes born in 2000 will be able to 
compete in the Games next year. 
It is a great prospect of a new 
generation who succeed in the 
competition with an older than 
her\him. However, it should be 
emphasized that Armenian team left 
behind from Azerbaijan National 
Weightlifting team. It should also be 
noted that we won Ukraine, 
Georgia, North Korea, 
Romania and other such 
powerful countries’ 
teams.

The first license to
Olympic Games from the 
Weightlifting team

N Name Weight Place Point

1. Ismayil Mammadov 56 kg 16 10

2. Elmaddin Huseynov 56 kg 8 19

3. Elvin Abdullayev 62 kg 25 1

4. Fugan Aliyev 62 kg 7 19

5. Mayil Shukurlu 77 kg 15 11

6. Tarmenkhan Babayev 77 kg 10 17

7. Umidvar Bayramli 94 kg 10 17

8. Hasanbay Hasanzadeh +94 kq 17 9

Left: Sabina Azimova                
Right: Fugan Aliyev                   

                                                    Bottom left: Elmaddin Huseynov
                                                    Bottom right: Umidvar Bayramli
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gold medallist

Elnura
Abbasova

Sports Venues 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

Athletics & Para Athletics BOS

Basketball 3x3 BBA

Boxing CH2

Diving BAC

Football
AZL BAY         
TBS DAL

Gymnastics: Artistic MGA

Gymnastics: Rhythmic MGA

Handball SAR

Judo & Blind Judo HAA

Karate BSH

Shooting BSC

Swimming BAC

Table Tennis SAR

Taekwondo BSH

Tennis BTA

Volleyball CH1

Waterpolo WAP

Weightlifting WLA

Wrestling HAA

Wushu BSH

Zurkhaneh CH2
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